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The 17th of November
There is a warning of snow for this weekend and the sky
has been grey since my arrival on the 14th after a good
flight using Blue Air from Birmingham; no frills but an
efficient service and a good price at £165 return fare. The
Myosotis car has major problems possibly now beyond
economic repair and so I was met at the airport by Mihai
and Fr. Justin who kindly drove his car to collect me. It’s a
good four - hour drive from Bucharest to Barlad.
The Health Centre is going through a big tidy-up as over the last months because we
are only doing a few breast prostheses and no more family planning and
gynecological services lots of items have been “dumped” there. Mihai is there on most
days as this is where his office is and Monica comes infrequently to her office to do
accounts. She is currently on the statutory 2 year’s maternity leave with pay from the
Government. She is receiving a small top-up from us and so is still producing the
necessary financial reports that we require.
My main reason to visit at this time is because in August I had a meeting with the
deputy mayor after she had visited the Summer camp, and the members of the
committee who agreed the grant from the Town Hall when the Government ceased
paying towards Casa Esme, about the possibility of a partnership agreement between
Asociatia Myosotis and the Town Hall. Next week a further meeting is scheduled
when it is hoped that the Mayor will also attend and today my written Partnership
Proposal is going to the Vice Mayor for circulation before the meeting. I am asking for
a formal agreement from the Town Hall to have consultation meetings on services we
can provide that the local community is in need of, and that are not available from the
State. Obviously, this includes projects we currently run. That also there should be

some financial input from the local council for any agreed projects. I have made it
clear that we need better access to statistical information, that currently we are unable
to obtain and that as in 2020 I will step down as President of Asociatia Myosotis
Romania; if the community want to retain the charity (NGO) they will need to provide
more financial support with hopefully some support grants still coming from Myosotis
in the UK.
I am really pushing the boundaries here as at this time Romania is yet again
struggling financially. Yes, aren’t we all! But, here many State employed people
haven’t had their full wages for over two months because of money shortages. It has
been announced that the 2% that the Government has given to charities from
employee’s taxes, when the charity has been nominated to receive it by the tax payer
will stop next year as also the 20% from companies. This will mean a reduction in the
income of Myosotis Romania of between £5-6k, a big amount in the budget here. So,
my asking for money fly’s in the face of the difficulties facing Government/Local
Authority finances, However, I have to do this as after 22 years in Romania Myosotis
is still not being recognised in the appropriate manner. I will add that corruption seems
to be almost as bad as ever and the Government is going back on its promises to root
out corrupt practices.
I am also going to ask for land to be leased from the old Casa Juvara site in the town
to develop any future projects. This land was given to the Town by a Dr Juvara in the
early part of the 19th century to house psychiatric patients and the family house there
was used for this purpose. With the support of the late Iochim Bishop of Husi Myosotis
explored the possibility of using the derelict site for its projects in the early years of
Myosotis but sadly after exploration it was considered too costly and subsequently the
site was used as an ambulance station but has now closed and is in the ownership of
the Town Hall. The local historical society want to restore the house but I am unaware
of the land being required at the rear of the building.
Why would I want this land? Currently the House of Roses is being leased to us by
Linda and Mike Barnes on a 10-year rent free lease. This expires in 4 years’ time and
as the building does not meet the standards, regulations in Romania require, we
receive no State Funding for running the home. I believe we could build a home that
would take account of the residents needs as they grow older and also create more
living space that meet Regulations. Currently we have 6 residents but we have
possibly 2 more residents in mind, the maximum allowed is 10. They do receive some
State benefits but only one receives an allowance for a carer although none of them
could live on their own.
For me this would act as a model for a potential second home, as in time, many of our
Casa Esme children will need residential care. Whilst I recognise that most funding for
the new build would probably have to come from the UK any second home should
receive its major funding from within Romania. There were to be E.U. grants this year
for the creation of such new homes but so far this has not materialised
I would also like to see on this site a Volunteer’s Centre which would also have
residential space, thus volunteers who may want to come and work with Myosotis
would have somewhere to stay and the volunteers who currently meet in Casa Esme
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would also have a more suitable environment for their activities. Perhaps this is a little
too optimistic even by my standards.
Isn’t it time I stopped dreaming, for that is what my critics would say? This is where I
ponder on the dream and the “vision” and maybe from the very beginning in 1995 it
was a vision that created The Myosotis Trust and perhaps it is still the case! It is
easier to give up chasing dreams/visions than bringing them to reality but here I am
still fighting to make things happen. You may or may not want to help in this venture
and bring into existence something good in this so sad world we live in.
Mihai is currently translating the document into Romanian and will then take it to the
Town hall to-day with copies of our Strategic Plan and general publicity leaflets. Now
we wait for next week’s meeting.
There is lots to do in the meantime as obviously I will spend time at Casa Esme, the
House of Roses and visit our Opportunity Change families as well as tonight’s Young
Volunteer’s meeting with various activities held tomorrow/Saturday. Also arriving
tomorrow will be David Conway (a trustee of Crestin who have given money this year
to bridge the gap in Casa Esme funding) it is a small UK based NGO. David and his
wife adopted from Romania 20+ years ago and Alina his now adult daughter will be
with him. She visits Casa Esme/ the House of Roses and has raised money for the
projects. With them there will be 2 Occupational therapists from the USA who have
created an NGO in America to try and help a little girl of 5 who has been born with no
arms and only one small leg. Currently she is resident in a Centre in Barlad where her
needs are not being met and is regarded as a hopeless case. I have not been able to
offer her a home with us and it is David’s hope to develop a flat where she can live
with carers as currently Romania will not allow her to go to the USA to live. I will be
meeting them as it is possible that Myosotis may help with her education
Over the weekend I have had a cold; every time I fly I seem to pick one up. On Friday
night, I attended the Young Volunteer’s meeting and I realised yet again how changes
have occurred here. Not many years ago the young people would have sat paying
keen attention to what was being said by whomever was speaking but no more; now
people chatter whilst others are talking, mobile phones are being looked at and there
is a completely different atmosphere. In many ways, this is good because it is clear
that challenging adults is not a problem, or expressing thoughts on issues, which
maybe a number of years ago didn’t happen in the same way. But, it does make
leadership more difficult than before and I see an evidence that with changing time
and the availability of modern technology the younger generation are now a very
different group than before. Thus, what was an attraction to them previously, social
gatherings, walks, camps, working with disadvantaged children is now not such a
magnetic draw. We still have lots of youngsters wanting to volunteer but the level of
commitment is certainly not so high. Getting your CV filled is now possibly the goal.
This does not mean we don’t still have dedicated volunteers, as we do, but I can see
that to carry the program on into the future will require more work. In the past Mihai
had various staff members helping him, who once had been volunteers themselves,
Monica, Lacra, Alex, Lori, but now they have left to have families or new jobs etc. For
some months last year, we employed on a part time basis an old volunteer who was
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at university but who came home on weekends to help but he has now graduated. If
we want to keep this very important part of Myosotis going I believe we need to
employ a person to manage the Young Volunteers program and also possibly be a
fund-raiser as well. Obviously, this will require money and probably the even more
difficult element of getting the right person. The salary would be in the region of £6000
(including taxes.)
Currently the Young Volunteers assist at Casa Esme, the House of Roses, the Camp,
publicity events and one-off projects e.g. the winter hot water bottle project as well as
Myo Kinder (children who attended Casa Esme but are now in school) and Guides
and Scouts. All these activities are immensely important to the organisation and also
the face of the NGO. So, the challenge for us is to employ a person sensitive to the
younger generation but also strong enough as a leader to gain respect and
agreement to follow basic rules of manners. We have only six people currently
undertaking the bronze Duke of Edinburgh award. The youngsters are keen to
reintroduce the Step Closer project which entailed working on a Saturday morning in a
nearby village; Bacani with the children at the junior school. The parents of the village
children were very supportive but when a new headmistress came to the school her
opinion was that the project wasn’t necessary and so it stopped.
However, the parents went to the Mayor of Bacani and protested about this and now
Myosotis has been asked to re-start the project. Some of the children who attend the
Saturday club have been on the annual camp and this is obviously a highlight of their
year. But to re-start the project means a driver and minibus on a Saturday morning,
materials for activities and refreshment and now this no longer exists in our budget.
This is a very poor community and our activity cannot be resourced from local funding.
Most houses here are made from mud bricks and there is no internal sanitation or
water.
A visit to the House of Roses was as usual met with great warmth by the family
members and all seemed well. Now that it is winter and they can’t access the
outdoors, the house is rather crowded but manageable. The Young Volunteers often
take them out and recently they have been to the Theatre. Ionica who received
training while at school in Husi to work in the kitchen is currently trying to develop the
skills necessary for planning, purchasing ingredients and cooking the daily meals. He
is so keen to have a job and earn money; this is currently the only activity I felt could
warrant any payment, if he could reach a proficiency to prepare the meals under
minimal supervision. Ionica is autistic and possesses a number of skills.
This then leads me to think about the others and their sense of worth. Irma is able to
undertake the laundry requirements of the house and thus I think she could merit a
payment too. But what about the others? For a long time, I ‘ve wanted to open a small
work shop for disabled people and it may be possible to create some jobs here, such
as preparing kindling for fires which I see for sale outside petrol stations at quite high
prices. In Machynlleth our shop sells kindling prepared at the local center for disabled
and it sells well. George would probably relish this job. It may stop him making holes
in the walls of the house which he seems to have a particular skill for. Again, a
supervisor- trainer would be necessary with its cost implications. My sitting room in
the back flat which is no longer being used by the volunteers could be suitable for
some activities, weaving, sewing etc.
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I met with David Conway and his colleagues who told me of their hopes of getting
Delia to America possibly on an educational visa. That also they wish to open an
apartment which was available for them to have rent free to take young children
possibly with health issues from the Centre in Barlad, if they are not suitable for
fostering. They would like Myosotis to probably provide education for these children
initially. We discussed various aspects of the problems facing such a new project and
offered our help where we can possibly assist.
The 21st of November
There was a very heavy frost last night but no snow here. The sky is blue and clear
and today is the feast of Presentation of Mary in The Temple and The Bishop of Husi
will come to the morning service. I have already been to the church which is packed
with people and of course mainly standing. The chanting is deep and eastern but it is
not possible to see the celebrants as while I was there they were behind the
“catapeteasma”. Due to the heat, I couldn’t stay long and so didn’t see the Bishop.
Mihai will go later to hand a letter of introduction to him which will be a copy of Fr.
Simon’s letter which is in the post.
I did return and spent two hours there with Mihai; the Bishop sang a Carol in thanks
for a gift given to him at the church and he has a lovely voice. You certainly have to be
dedicated to stand for the four hours the service took being squashed amongst
everyone else; not for the faint-hearted. Raluca the wife of the priest whose church
the service was held in was a Young Volunteer and now works at Casa Esme gave
the Bishop a copy of a letter Fr. Simon has written to the Bishop as an introduction to
himself, Myosotis and me. I know it will be some time before the letter arrives by post
and there could be a possibility for meeting before I leave. We’ll wait and see what will
happen. I have heard that he was in England for some time and so speaks English.
The 22nd - 23rd of November
Visits to Casa Esme and The House of Roses
and the development of my sore throat and
cold. Casa Esme hopes to take in eight new
children to the program in January as we
have some children who due to their age will
leave. The door is hanging off the cooker
there and can’t be repaired. So, no baking
currently.
The 24th of November
Today Mihai and I had a meeting at the Town Hall with the Mayor, the Vice Mayor and
Mrs. Brojban (Head of Social Services at the Town Hall). It was immediately evident
that the Mayor had his own agenda and didn’t really seem to have read my proposal
document. He wants Myosotis to take on the care of the homeless. Currently there is
a small building at Casa Juvara where in the winter some service is provided.
Apparently, it is very bad. I indicated that it was our current projects that I had to
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secure and then if we could establish a partnership for these we could look at the
problem of the homeless.
Discussion then ranged over the various items that I had included in my proposal;
family planning, a replacement home for The House of Roses, the Young Volunteers
centre etc. The Mayor was quite specific in saying the economic position was so
grave that until next March no offer of finances could be made as they were uncertain
of their position. However, they would try and find land for us to create a new home,
possibly also with the Bishop of Husi a site for a Young Volunteer’s camp.
I asked that he comes to see the Health Centre and Casa Esme and the House of
Roses and it looks that next week he and some other people will do this. I have asked
for statistics on the homeless. Great importance was attached by the mayor to try and
arrange a meeting with The Bishop of Husi who would be in Barlad tomorrow to see if
a partnership could be created between Myosotis, The Town Hall and The Bishop OF
Husi. They are going to try and arrange a meeting.
At the end of the meeting the Mayor wanted a photograph to be taken of us all! So
now it’s wait and see what may
happen next. Are we ready for a
project with the homeless? Gosh,
lots of problems there, but this
morning I was reading Matthew
25;10:46. “I was hungry and you
fed me; I was thirsty and you gave
me water; I was a stranger and you
invited me into your home, naked
and you clothed me, sick and in
prison and you visited me…………”
Of course, in years gone by we
worked at the ghetto and still have
showers at the Health Centre for
washing.
The Vice Mayor said that they would help us find either land or premises to build a
replacement home for The House of Roses. Family Planning will probably continue at
the hospital as there is now a change of management. The First Aid/ Minor Injuries
Unit they wish to see open needs by law to have 5 doctors on the rota and so I think
this is far too big for our involvement. I will write up some notes on the meeting which I
will ask them to agree because in Romani written responses are few and far between.
The Young Volunteers held their meeting in the evening and I treated them to
doughnuts which are very nice here. They were discussing the program for the
coming week’s activities. By now my nose is streaming and I feel sorry for myself.
The 25th of November
After a dripping night, I went with Mihai to see an exhibition at one of the museums
here of photos of old Barlad, old coins and local fauna. It cost about 90p to enter and
we were the only people there and probably all that would attend that day. The curator
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had to put on the lights as we entered the various rooms and then turned them off
again. The museum is housed in a modern marble floored building that was a bank
and also houses the Planetarium. Very few people attend and I wonder how much it
costs to keep open all week.
After Mihai and I attended “Flowers”, which is the equivalent to Brownies and Cubs.
There were 16 children from school number 6 and some were making their promise
and receiving their badges. Mihai and I sorted through the award badges the children
work towards and were donated by Helen Pye-Beraet. They also had doughnuts
which they evidently enjoyed. This activity was followed by Myo kinder and there were
5 youngsters there aged 14/15 and they came to us originally as small children at
Casa Esme. Some of the boys are now 6
‘tall. In all about 10 volunteers were
involved in these activities which included a
video on the unification of Romania as the
National Day is 1st December. Then I
returned to the flat past the ice rink that is
being prepared for the Christmas period in
the centre of town. It certainly feels very
cold and after saying goodbye to Mihai who
carried home my bottled water supply I am
ready for a cup of tea and a hot water
bottle! No phone calls from the Town Hall
so no meeting with The Bishop.
The 26th of November
It’s Sunday and the church bells are ringing. Grey, grey skies but no snow. The
market place is full of people and this is its busiest day. At three pm I met Fr. Justin,
his wife and Mihai for a late lunch and Justin’s promise to answer my questions on
Orthodoxy; poor man I went armed with a few pages of questions. As a result, I learnt
quite a lot about the reasons for various differences between the customs of the
Anglican and Orthodox church. Fr. Justin would like to visit St Martin’s and experience
the life there. He did go to Taize with a group of our volunteers many years ago and
celebrated a mass with a large group of Russians who were also visiting at the time.
The 27th of November
I woke up to torrential rain but its warmer. Carmen, who used to work at Casa Esme
until August when she left to work in the UAE with part of the Royal Family caring for a
brain damaged member of the family contacted Mihai as she was in Barlad for a
holiday. I did meet her and she said she found it very difficult to live in the UAE as she
had no friends and felt very isolated. She hopes to return to Barlad after a year when
she has earned sufficient money to cover family debts and hopes to be with Myosotis.
After this we met with Denisa who had travelled into town to see her general
practitioner; I was surprised she didn’t see the one in the village, but she said that
doctor was only available a few days a week and had a full list. We drove her back
home in the red Minibus and I was able to see the small extension Mitica had built on
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the front of the house as a kitchen.
Unfortunately, the roof is over-extended and will
present a problem when the snow comes and
there are quite big gaps in the bricks which will
need filling but it does make the interior room
warmer. Mihai will bring out insulation for the
loft from money donated by a family in Markyate
and Maureen’s Tinsey’s earlier gifts have
helped to improve the home considerably. This
year Denisa has a supply of wood for the fires
which whilst probably not enough for the winter
is a good start. Mitica was in the woods
collecting mushrooms which I thought was a bit
late but Denisa assured me they were very
good at this time. Each year in Romania you
can read in the papers about deaths from eating
poisonous mushrooms!
Mihai had contact from the Bishop’s office who was very pleased to receive Fr.
Simon’s letter and has read the Myosotis Strategy which he likes. For the next few
days he is away but he wants me to let him know in advance when I am due to visit
next time so that a meeting can be arranged. I should know by now it is better to go
direct to the person you want to talk with.
The 28th of November
It’s rained all night but yesterday I noticed that the reservoir was very low so it is
obviously needed. We have heard that the Mayor and counselors will visit on
Wednesday to see The Health Centre and probably the other projects. As I want to
get this printed before I leave on 30th, I will have to stop here and will let you know in
the future whether the Mayor’s visit brought us any more definite support.
P.S.
The 29th of November
WOW!! I’ve just been with the Mayor and Councilors to visit Casa Esme, The House
of Roses and the Health Center. They were overwhelmed and the Mayor has said:
“we are in a very poor area, but I will do whatever I can to help with your current
projects and work together for the future”. What more can I ask for?

Carol Rose Daniel
Founder of The Myosotis Trust
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